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4.3 GROVER CLEVELAND GOLF COURSE

DESCRIPTION

Grover Cleveland Park and Golf Course is a 112-acre park fully
developed as an 18-hole golf course.  The current Golf Course was
designed to put a premium on accuracy not distance.  The course
plays over 5600 yards with par being 34-35-69.  Previously a City
of Buffalo Park, Grover Cleveland Golf Course was sold to Erie
County for one dollar in 1986.  The Golf Course is relatively flat
overall with no dense tree cover.  Mature trees border the north
and west sides, with only linear groupings of trees within the
course area.  Now primarily a golf course with supporting golf-
related facilities, Grover Cleveland used to serve as much more
of a community park, with other community related recreational
amenities.

Another notable “heritage” aspect of the Grover Cleveland Golf
Course is that the  site has one of the oldest stone buildings in
Erie County on it, possibly dating back as early as the 1810s.
This structure is currently used for limited offices and storage
for the golf course operations, and is in need of upgrades to
preserve its structural and architectural integrity.

PARK AND AREA HISTORY

The Grover Cleveland Golf Course has an impressive and storied
history within the Western New York region. It is one of the oldest
Golf Courses around, and was the original site of Country Club of
Buffalo (between 1900 – 1926). The original clubhouse building
was built in 1901, designed by Architect George Cary, who also
built the Buffalo and Erie County Historical Society.  The 18-hole
Golf Course, tennis courts and a Polo Field were added in 1902.
To highlight, the Country Club of Buffalo  hosted the 1912 U.S.
Open Golf Tournament, won by John McDermott with a score of
283.  Club history tells that original course design was by Depew,
and that Travis was brought in to upgrade the course before the
US Open. Unconfirmed history also states that Donald Ross, famous
Golf Course Architect, also recommended some course upgrades
in the 1920s, but not all of his recommendations were actually
implemented. (Ross was the designer of the current Country
Club of Buffalo Golf Course in Williamsville).  The City of Buffalo
purchased the club in 1925 for $800,000.00, and renamed the

EXISTING PARK FEATURES AND FACILITIES

· 18-hole Golf Course
· Old Stone house (office and storage)
· Various out-buildings (storage)
· Maintenance structures
· New Clubhouse building
· Pro-shop structure
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site to honor the former Mayor of Buffalo, Governor of New
York State and President of the United States of America.

Unfortunately, over the years, many things have changed,
including the Country Club of Buffalo moving out to its current
site in Williamsville. Following the sale of a portion of the golf
course property by the City of Buffalo to the Veterans Hospital
in the 1940s, the Grover Cleveland course lost much of its original
status, and given new land constraints, the course needed to be
shortened to its current length of 5600 yards. Many historical
design features are still visible, even though years of neglect
and other haphazard changes have erased some of the course’s
character. Unfortunately, the original Clubhouse building burned
to the ground in the 1970s.  The County acquired the course in
1983. Although the “shortened” course length has made it hard
to compete with newer, longer courses in the area, Grover
Cleveland remains a very popular venue in Erie County (52,000
rounds per year) and one of the best “deals” in the region.

The old stone house is also one for the history books.  Records
show that it is one of the oldest structures of its kind in Erie
County, possibly dating back as far as the 1810s.  This property
was originally a large farm / estate, which was acquired by the
Country Club of Buffalo who was forced to move from their
Nottingham Terrace (North Buffalo) location to make way for
the Pan-American Exposition of 1901.

LOCAL CONTEXT

The Grover Cleveland course sits very strategically in an urban
and “first-ring suburb” neighborhood adjacent to the University
at Buffalo South Campus, and is located between four major
municipalities in the northeast corner of the City of Buffalo,
adjacent to the Town of Amherst and close to both the Towns of
Tonawanda and Cheektowaga.  Residential and institutional land
uses compose most of the surrounding neighborhood, with
commercial strips along Main Street off the northeast corner of
the course and along Bailey Avenue off the southeast corner.  The
main entrance for the course is on Main Street.  Main Street forms
a portion of the northern border; single family residential
backyards form the northeast and part of the eastern boundary;
Eggert Road also forms part of the eastern boundary of the
course; the southeast end borders a single family residential
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area while the southwest property line borders the Veteran’s
Administration Hospital.  Lastly, Bailey Avenue and the University
at Buffalo South Campus form the entire western boundary line.

RECREATIONAL CONTEXT

Grover Cleveland Gold Course sits in an urban setting with very few
other parks and recreation facilities nearby.  Those limited facilities
include:
· City of Buffalo
· Town of Amherst
· Town of Tonawanda

CURRENT ISSUES AND PROBLEMS

· The course needs to re-evaluate its fee schedule to
prevent a money-losing scenario each year.

· General course improvements and enhancements need to
be made to keep the course competitive in the area.

· The course is much too exposed to the perimeter
roadways

RECENT PARKS DEPARTMENT PROJECTS /
IMPROVEMENTS

· Installed new water line and service to the facilities.
· Planned improvements and enlargements to various tees
· Planned re-roofing to starters shack
· Continuation of the water line

MASTER PLAN RECOMMENDATIONS

· Due to low fee schedules and intensive course play,
limited resources are taking their toll on the course. The
new master plan, in support of the recent USGA study
(July 26, 2002), recommends a rate increase to assist in
at least establishing a “break-even” business within the
County.

· The master plan supports the recommendations made by
the USGA study, including improvements to the turf
conditions throughout the course.

· Recent water line improvements have given course
workers the ability to better care for the course.
Additional utility upgrades should be made as the need

NEARBY PARKS WITH UNIQUE FEATURES
(WITHIN A 5-MILE RADIUS)

Town of Amherst:

· Amherst Veteran’s State Canal Park
Handicapped fishing access

· Ellicott Creek Bike Path
· Erie Canalway Trail
· Great Baehre Conservation Area

A 270 acre conservation area
· Great Baehre Conservation Area
· Audubon Recreation Complex

Includes the Pepsi Center and
athletic fields

· Walton Woods Park
Popular hiking, biking, roller
blading and cross-country ski park

Town of Cheektowaga:

· Cedargrove Park
Tennis and basketball courts,
baseball diamonds, and a roller
hockey area

· Dartwood Park
Tennis and basketball courts,
baseball diamonds, and a roller
hockey area

· Kelly Park
Tennis and basketball courts, and
baseball diamonds

· Stiglmeier Park
Nature trails, football field, tennis
and basketball courts, and baseball
diamonds

· Dr. Reinstein Woods Nature Preserve
A 292-acre preserve with nature
trails and programs

City of Buf falo:

· Delaware Park
A 368-acre historic Olmsted park
which includes the Buffalo Zoo and
Japanese Garden

· Martin Luther King Park
A 51-acre historic Olmsted park
which includes the Buffalo Museum
of Science and Kellogg Observatory
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arises and funding is available to keep the course in top
shape.

· Interpretive signage and markers should highlight the
rich history of the course and past events.

· Upgrade course facilities in the future, as funding
becomes available. This includes resurfacing the existing
parking lot, etc.

· Provide a landscaped berm to screen the maintenance
facility from the parking lot.

· Consider the inclusion of the stone house and
outbuildings on the National Register of Historic Places.

· Consider a public/private partnership in restoring the
old stone house structure and associated out-buildings.
Potential exists for a heritage-related museum,
restaurant, upgraded golf course-related facility, meeting
rooms, etc. Maximize the access and visibility to Main
Street, the proximity to the University at Buffalo and the
close proximity to some of the region’s most prestigious
homes as major marketing advantages for future uses at
this facility.

· Given its unique historical design, it would be in the
County’s best interest to undertake a course master plan
to reinvigorate some of its original design features, and
to promote the course as a regional “heritage”
attraction.  A Golf Course Architect should be hired to
assist with this restoration plan.

· Off season recreation should also be considered for
Grover Cleveland, including a cross-country ski trail.

· Increase corporate sponsorship opportunities
throughout the course and at the club facilities.
Provide additional tree plantings between various “tight”
fairaways and holes to improve saftey measures on the
course.

· Provide additional tree and shrub plantings along the
Main Street and Bailey Avenue course edges to improve
safety and playability at this course.

Note: Some of the above information excerpted from the USGA Service Report,

dated July 26, 2002).
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IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES / PARK SPECIFIC ACTIONS

PRIORITY KEY
S Short Term (1 - 3 years)
M Mid Term (4 - 10 years)
L Long Term (11 - 20+ years)
O Ongoing (Continuing Efforts each year)


